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Indigo Girl Suzanne Kamata
Fifteen-year-old Aiko Cassidy, a bicultural girl with cerebral palsy, grew up in Michigan with her
single mother. When a new stepfather and a baby half sister enter her life, she finds herself on
the margins. Having recently contacted her biological father, she is invited to spend the summer
with his indigo-growing family in a small village. Aiko thinks she might fit in better in Japan. If
nothing else, she figures the trip will inspire her manga story, “Gadget Girl.”
Aiko’s stay is not the vacation that she expected. Her grandmother is openly hostile toward her,
and she soon learns of painful family secret, buried for years. Even so, she takes pleasure in
meeting new friends. She is drawn to Taiga, the figure skater who shows her the power of
persistence against self- doubt. Sora is a fellow manga enthusiast who introduces Aiko to likeminded artists. And then there is Kotaro, a refugee from the recent devastating earthquake. As
she gets to know her father and the story of his break with her mother, Aiko rethinks the meaning
of family.
“Kamata has created another engaging coming-of-age story about finding one's place in
the world. The inclusion of the Japanese language and cultural details adds richness to
Aiko's journey of self-discovery. Past disasters that have deeply affected Japan—atomic
bombs, earthquakes, and tsunamis—are in turn shown to influence Aiko's view of the
world....the storylines weave together beautifully. A lovely sequel that focuses on finding
strength in one's self and maintaining hope when all seems lost.” —KIRKUS
“...a moving coming-of-age story that transports you to a rural Japanese farmland
through the eyes of a half-Japanese teen.... I give this book all the hearts.” —Margaret
Dilloway, Momotaro and Summer of a Thousand Pies
"Through the adventures of a winsome and highly relatable teen narrator, the reader
explores our increasingly multicultural, multilingual, multiracial, and multi-abled world.”—
Chandra Prasad, Damselfly
"The narrator is a force to be reckoned with. Her strength seems to come from her
resilience, a great example for all readers. " —Cammie McGovern, Say What You Will
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Gadget Girl
The Art of Being Invisible

Suzanne Kamata

Anna and the French Kiss meets Stoner & Spaz in a contemporary young adult coming-of-age
novel about a girl, her struggles, and her art. Aiko Cassidy is fifteen and lives with her sculptor
mother in a small Midwestern town. For most of her young life Aiko, who has cerebral palsy, has
been her mother's muse. But now, she no longer wants to pose for the figures that have made
her mother famous. Aiko works hard on her own dream, becoming a sought-after manga artist
with a secret identity. When Aiko's mother invites her to Paris for a major exhibition of her work,
Aiko resists. She'd much rather go to Japan, Manga Capital of the World, where she might be
able to finally meet her father, the indigo farmer. When she gets to France, however, a hot waiter
with a passion for manga and an interest in Aiko makes her wonder if being invisible is such a
great thing after all.
“Kamata’s love and intimate knowledge of Paris streets add atmosphere to this smart and
surprising coming-of-age story. Readers will feel whisked away by the romance of an
artistic life and appreciate the sensitivity and honesty with which Kamata writes about
Aiko’s physical and emotional journeys.” —Publishers Weekly
“Kamata’s latest is a sharp, unusual coming-of-age novel.” —Kirkus
“Aiko and her mother ride the rough patches of adolescence and identity with honesty as
Aiko’s desire for a connection to her Japanese family and culture deepens, and readers
will easily connect with her awakening desire to lose her sense of invisibility.” —Booklist
Suzanne Kamata’s books include Gadget Girl; Losing Kei; The Beautiful One Has Come (longlisted for the Frank O’Connor International Short Story Award); and three anthologies. Her short
stories and essays have been nominated for the Pushcart Prize five times. Suzanne was
awarded a prestigious SCBWI Multicultural Work-in-Progress Award for Indigo Girl. She lives in
Tokushima, Japan with her husband and bicultural twins.
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Dragon Chica

May-lee Chai

Nea, a Chinese Cambodian teenager, has survived the Khmer Rouge only to land in poverty in
Texas. Her small family struggles to get by when a miracle occurs. Wealthy and mysterious,
Auntie and Uncle write to say they are alive and well, running a Chinese restaurant in Nebraska.
As Nea helps pack Hefty bags with meager belongings for a journey into the American Midwest,
little does she know their miracle has a dark side. Soon family secrets, small town resentments,
lies born of wartime and a forbidden love threaten to tear them apart forever. In the tradition of
Holden Caulfield and Scout Finch, Nea must fight to save her family...and herself.
“A remarkable act of literary magic.” —Robert Olen Butler
May-lee Chai is the author of six books, including The Girl from Purple Mountain, which was
nominated for a National Book Award and the sequel to Dragon Chica, Tiger Girl. She is the
recipient of a 2006 NEA Grant in Literature and has an M.A. from Yale in East Asian Studies and
a second M.A. in English Creative Writing from the University of Colorado in Boulder. A former
reporter for the Associated Press, she is currently a Chinese translator for PEN American
Center. www.may-leechai.com
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Tiger Girl

May-Lee Chai

An unforgettable novel about love, war, and acceptance...
Nightmares of war flood the waking memories of Nea Chhim, a 19-year-old survivor of the
Cambodian Killing Fields. In this sequel to the acclaimed Dragon Chica, Nea, a struggling
college student, decides she must confront the past. Without telling Ma, she hops on a crosscountry bus in Nebraska to seek out her biological father in Southern California. Nea comes face
to face with a man wounded by survivor’s guilt who refuses to acknowledge the family’s secrets.
It is up to Nea to find the truth.
Nineteen-year-old Khmer Rouge survivor and Cambodian refugee Nea Chhim sets out
to uncover a lifetime of lies in this quietly powerful sequel to Dragon Chica.” —Kirkus
“An original storyteller writing a book about the need for a young woman’s love, her
cross-country journey that is also an inner journey, and her surviving, with others, a life
they weren’t meant to survive. This is their story, and I couldn’t stop reading.”
— Linda Hogan, The Book of Medicines and Indios
“… a masterful storyteller with a poignant and gripping tale to tell. Tiger Girl travels far
and wide, but in the end it’s about families—not just the ones we’re born into but also the
ones we make for ourselves. Enthralling and moving and fascinating and absolutely
wonderful.” — Claire LaZebnik, If You Lived Here, You’d Be Home Now and Families
and Other Nonreturnable Gifts
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Yarn

Kyoko Mori

As steadily and quietly as her marriage falls apart, so Kyoko Mori’s understanding of knitting
deepens. From the flawed school mittens made in her native Japan, where needlework is used
as a way to prepare women for marriage and silence, to the beautiful unmatched patterns of
cardigans, hats and shawls made in the American Midwest, Kyoko draws the connection
between knitting and the new life she tried to establish in the U.S.
From the suicide of her mother to the last empty days of her marriage, Kyoko finds a way to
begin again on her own terms. Interspersed with history about knitting throughout, the narrative
touchingly contemplates the nature of love, loss and what holds a marriage together. In the
tradition of M F K Fisher’s The Gastronomical Me, Joan Didion’s Where I Was From and Michael
Pollan’s The Botany of Desire, Mori examines a specific subject to understand human nature –
when to unravel, when to begin again, when to drop the stitch, and when to declare…it’s finished.
“Kyoko Mori is one of the world’s most inimitable writers.” — Howard Norman, author of
The Bird Artist and What is Left the Daughter
“A dreamy weave of memoir and story that is also a droll cross-cultural history of knitting,
spinning and weaving, this enthralling, utterly original book is a small masterpiece.” —
Honor Moore, The Bishop’s Daughter
Kyoko Mori’s award-winning first novel, Shizuko’s Daughter, was hailed by the New York Times
as “a jewel of a book, one of those rarities that shine out only a few times in a generation.” Her
many critically acclaimed books include Polite Lies, The Dream of Water, and the novels, Stone
Field, True Arrow and One Bird . Mori holds a Ph.D. in English/Creative Writing from the
University of Wisconsin. Kyoko Mori is professor of English at George Mason University.

6

FICTIONAL MEMOIR / WORLD RIGHTS
978-1-936846-10-8 / 276 PAGES
GemmaMedia

Smarty Girl, Dublin Savage

Honor Molloy

An autobiographical novel set in 1960s Ireland, this irresistible debut follows the rise and fall of
the O’Feeney family, as seen through the eyes of a precocious little girl. More savage than
civilized, Noleen is a rare character from a Dublin long forgotten, where Nelson’s Pillar still
stands in O’Connell Street (but not for long) and where untamed musicians gather in the kitchen
to raise a jar and the roof. Noleen’s father, an actor and scoundrel king of the city, does his best
to destroy his family, while her mother tries to save it. Noleen schemes to make it through each
Dublin day, cadging sweets and growing tough in the midst of chaos. Can a fierce girl’s powerful
imagination hold her family together, safe as geese in the sky, in their home on Tolka Row?
“... a most memorable debut with this fiercely funny portrait of the artist as a young girl.
Along with being a smarty girl, Noleen O’Feeney is irreverent, sarcastic, resilient,
engaging, entertaining, and wise beyond her years. I didn’t want this book to end. Bravo,
Ms. Molloy! Encore!” —Peter Quinn, Banished Children of Eve and Looking for Jimmy
“I have seen and heard many perform their written work over the last forty years, but it is
easy to say that Honor Molloy, on the page or in person, is one of the very best I have
ever experienced.” —Stanley Crouch, writer, critic, syndicated columnist
“As the daughter of one of Dublin’s most well-known actors, Honor Molloy introduces us
to the mythical era in Dublin’s history where drama and storytelling took precedence over
the often harsh reality of life in 1960s Ireland.” —Kate Kerrigan, Ellis Island
Honor Molloy has received fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Radcliffe
Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard (2002 Fellow) and a Pew Fellowship in the Arts. She has
told her stories at the Dublin City Library and Archives, the Issue Project Room, Rocky Sullivan’s
of Red Hook, the Public Theatre New Works, among many others.
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Lola's Luck

Carol Miller

My Life Among the California Gypsies
Gypsies in America are hidden. With estimates between fifty thousand and over a million, the
Gypsy population is as mysterious as their ways, and vast amounts of misinformation swirl
around them. Lola's Luck peers behind the curtain, past the paisley walls and twinkling lights to
find an "expert advisor on love, business and marriage." Lola's Luck introduces a remarkable
woman who drew a young anthropologist into her colorful society, changing her life. A true story
of luck, kinship, love and an entire world hidden from view, Lola's Luck is a stunning personal
memoir of life among the Gypsies. Here is a fresh response to the stereotypes that surround a
traditional culture trying to keep itself alive in the face of American values. In the end, it is Lola's
story that is riveting. Hand on hip, heart as big as the widest space, a Gypsy, yes, and a Queen.
“A wild and bittersweet adventure into a world none but Machvaia Gypsies know.”
—Susan Sarandon
“...an authentic story of an amazing encounter with Machvaia Roma, a glimpse not seen
since Jan Yoors wrote about his experience with Lovara Roma before the Second War.
Compelling — you will not be able to put it down.” —Anne Sutherland, Gypsies: The
Hidden Americans
Carol Miller is an anthropologist who has studied the Machvaia Roma of California. Gypsy ritual,
belief and celebration are the topics of her work. She lives in Seattle and spends much of the
year in California.
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The Church of Cheese

Carol Miller

Gypsy Ritual in the American Heyday
A rare inside look at Roma culture, ritual, and belief at its American peak
A diaspora spread over five continents, Gypsies conjure the romance of a nomadic life, a
nostalgia for a simpler time. Think of dancing Spanish Gypsies, French jazz guitarists, a
Romanian king. Gypsies have not entered American thought, yet they have been in the country
since the sixteenth century. Columbus brought several, forcibly transported to the Colonies, and
many Americans today may count, unknown, a Gypsy or two among their forebears.
A legacy of misfortune and mistrust lives on in Gypsy blood, and glimpses into their lives are
rare. A young anthropologist drawn in by a Gypsy matriarch had no idea her life’s work would be
witness to this hidden culture and its dilution over decades of cultural adaptation. From 1966 to
2000 Carol Miller lived among the Machvaia during their Heyday. Here are her stories about
creating a bounty of good luck made by good times: three-day weddings, opulent slavi (saint
days), baptisms, holidays, parties, and fabulous offerings for the Dead Ones. From Baby Steve
and Alice to Big Smith, Rose and Giorgio, from Pretty Bobby, Old Kaboka and Puro Bahto, from
Julie and Jelly John to Luludj, Mek and the inimitable Lola, “The Heyday,” this particular heyday,
is done, and we will not see its like again.
“If future Gypsies remember the past, it will be because of Carol’s written words and the
love she felt for all of us”
—Anastasia Todorovich, Machvanka poet
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Guys Like Us

Sean Nolan

A Memoir of Life Lost and Found
On a Saturday morning while in his early fifties, Mike Nolan, a hard-living, hard-working, harddriving lawyer in New Jersey, was hit by a truck on a 40-mile bike ride and given up for dead. He
didn’t die. After months of recovery, Mike looked the same as he always did. But he had
absolutely no memory. Guys Like Us, like a reverse memoir, is the attempt by his son to tell him
who he is through tales of the Nolan family on the Jersey shore and Mike’s career in law.
The Nolans are people who suffer no fools, take no prisoners, and you had better have a lot of
liquor in the house. Three strong characters – Joe, the grandpa, Mike and Sean – dominate the
story. Add an old Cadillac that Joe and Sean bomb around in, Sean behind the wheel at the ripe
age of eight. Stir in the boardwalks of the Jersey shore and family feuds, and the pot boils.
Sean Nolan does not fall far from the tree. It doesn’t take long for him to realize he has to tell
Mike, among many other things, what a jerk he could be. Giving his father back his memory,
warts and all, Nolan paints a poignant, often hilarious, portrait of their shared past.
“A remarkable story of life and love, fathers and sons, loss and recovery…a story to
remember” —Dan Rather, news broadcaster
“I love this book. Gritty, funny and sad—I could not put it down. You need to get to know
this family.” —Rasheen “Pep” Peppers, Former Member of the Marshals Task Force
Sean Nolan was born in New Jersey, grew up on Ocean County’s Route 35 and moved to New
York City. He is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and New York University’s Stern
School of Business. Sean has not driven a car in twenty years.
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I Married a Travel Junkie

Samuel Jay Keyser

When he married for the second time, Jay Keyser thought he and his wife would settle down on a
bucolic little farm where the cows meet the sea. That was before he found out the awful truth: he
had married a travel junkie. While he was envisioning walks along quiet beaches, her sights were
set on stakeouts beside Tanzani’s Grumeti River watching crocodiles take down baboons. He
didn’t want to come within 6,000 miles of a crocodile, let alone 6 feet. But, somehow, he couldn’t
let Nancy go it alone. And so, for the past 15 years, Jay Keyser has followed his wife around this
treacherous world. This is his chronicle. Our reluctant traveler did his level best to understand the
extraordinary people and places he visited as well as his internal conflict. He gradually began to
accept profound differences between his wife and himself. Although terrified by them, he has
learned from his experiences, most especially from an encounter with an angry female gorilla,
who offered key insight into marriage and human nature. Jay Keyser learned to stop and smell
the elephant dung.
“An honest memoir by a reluctant traveler…brings all the advantages of learning about
exotic locales without the indignities and occasional terrors of actually visiting them.”
—Steven Pinker, New York Times bestselling author of The Stuff of Thoughts and The
Better Angels of our Nature
“Wild, entertaining, philosophical, eventful. I identified to the last with the hero.”
—John Harbison, Pulitzer Prize winning composer, Institute Professor of Music, MIT
Samuel Jay Keyser attended George Washington, Oxford and Yale Universities. With a PhD in
linguistics from Yale, Keyser taught at Brandeis University, University College, London, the
University of Massachusetts is currently Professor Emeritus and Special Assistant to the
Chancellor of MIT. He is author of Raising the Dead, The Pond God and Other Stories, and
Mens et Mania: The MIT Nobody Knows.
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The Colors of Catalonia Virginie Raguenaud
In the Footsteps of Twentieth-Century Artists
Catalonia boasts an extraordinary cultural heritage. Its lively Mediterranean villages have
inspired artists such as Henri Matisse, Andre Derain, Pablo Picasso, George Braque, Salvador
Dali, and many others. Forever linked to three major art movements – Fauvism, Cubism and
Surrealism – Catalonia has played a critical role in the development of modern art. This narrative
guidebook will offer a unique, behind-the-scenes look at how Catalonia’s landscape, culture and
people influenced major 20th-century painters and writers. The Colors of Catalonia steps into this
idyllic Mediterranean setting, visiting the same cafes, restaurants, hotels, and homes where the
artists drank, ate and lived. The reader can witness the artistic development of now-legendary
painters and writers during their travels throughout French and Spanish Catalonia.
“For those who visit this ancient kingdom, and those who can do so only in spirit, I
commend Virginie’s delightful book, which brings to life the inspiring spirit of Catalonia.”
—Count Nikolai Tolstoy, Patrick O’Brian: The Making of the Novelist
“....fascinates with its stories of the artists who found their inspiration there, and it
beautifully captures the essence of a region for a new generation of travelers.”
—Thomas Swick, A Way to See the World
Virginie Raguenaud was born and raised in France. She spent her childhood summers in
Collioure, French Catalonia, where her family has owned property for nearly half a century. At the
age of twelve, she moved with her parents and two sisters from France to Westfield, New Jersey.
Virginie attended McGill University and finished her degree at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow.
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A Yank Back to England
The Prodigal Tourist Returns

Denis Lipman

Denis Lipman left London’s East End for Washington, DC more than 20 years ago, but made an
annual pilgrimage year after year to visit aging parents, a pair of cantankerous, real-life
Cockneys. He endured the visits as best he could. Enter an American wife. Not content with a
grin-and-bear-it attitude, she declares that since each year’s trip to England was inevitable, it was
to be enjoyed: see the sites, taste the culture, go places! Against his will, our expat becomes a
tourist in his homeland and comes to discover it’s not so bad after all. Through new eyes,
England is certainly better than he remembered!
Enjoy a travel memoir more carbolic than bucolic. Discover a place where the sun rarely shines,
where electricity is coin-operated, and where canned beans on toast is a cornerstone of cuisine.
Taste the real East End and tour with a colorful, combative and fundamentally affectionate family
as they rent cottages, host outrageous relatives, meet the locals and discover the English
countryside.

“A perceptive, engaging, and informative take on contemporary England as seen
through the eyes of a fellow expatriate who writes with humor and affection. The cast of
characters has an almost Dickensian vivacity.” —Michael York

Denis Lipman is a seasoned creative and commercial writer with experience in advertising and
theater. He is co-owner of The Creative Shop, an advertising and marketing firm in the
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area, with clients ranging from hi-tech to education. Since coming
to the States, a number of his plays have been performed at the Washington Theatre Festival,
the Kennedy Center’s Page to Stage Festival, and the Arts Club of Washington.
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The Possibility of Lions

Marta Maretich

The McCall family should be thrilled to be back in California, after what happened to them in
Africa. Forced to flee their home in Nigeria by the violence of the Biafran Civil War, they turn up
in a small town in the San Joaquin Valley, and everyone assumes they must be delighted to be
back in their own country. But while life in the States may be safe, it’s also foreign to this unlikely
family of refugees. They dream of the day they’ll return to their real home in Africa—a prospect
that seems more remote as they watch the brutal progress of “their” war on television.
Fortunately, relief comes in the suave form of Anatole Hachette and Roland, his lion. Like the
McCalls, Anatole has been thrown out of Africa. Unlike them, he has solved the problem of losing
his native land. His plan is to recreate a piece of it in California by establishing a wild animal
park, Safariland, on the dry plains outside of town. But will the cautious locals embrace the
possibility of lions? And can two such different worlds really be brought together in one place?
“Marta Maretich has a fine and witty imagination. Her novella presents an entertaining
and thought-provoking romp in Central California, complete with otiose lions and irritable
oilmen, all seen through the eyes of a sensitive and precocious young girl.”
― Tony Eprile, The Persistence of Memory and Temporary Sojourner and Other South
African Stories
“Marta Maretich knows that the world is both more various and more wonderful than it
may appear. Maretich writes in a clear, sharp voice edged through with humor and
compassion. She knows what it means to be displaced, and the unexpected friendships
forged between the lost.”
— Catherine Temma, The Priest Fainted
Marta Maretich is a poet and fiction writer. Her work has appeared in The Harvard Review, The
Georgia Review, The Jacaranda Review and Christopher Street. Marta was editor of The
Berkeley Poetry Review and Whispering Campaign, a journal of arts and literature. She has been
awarded artist residencies at Yaddo and Norton Island, Maine. Marta Maretich lives in London.
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A Girls' Guide to the Islands Suzanne
Kamata
Suzanne Kamata lived in Japan for more than half of her life, yet she had never explored the
small nearby islands of the Inland Sea. The islands are noted for displaying artwork created by
prominent, and sometimes curious, international artists and sculptors: Naoshima’s wealth of
museums, including one devoted to 007, Yayoi Kusama’s polka dot pumpkins, Kazuo Katase’s
blue teacup, and a monster rising out of a well on the hour in Sakate, called “Anger at the Bottom
of the Sea”—to name a few. Spurred by her teen-aged daughter Lilia’s interest in art and
adventure, Kamata sets out to show her the islands’ treasures. Mother and daughter must
confront several barriers on their adventure. Lilia is deaf and uses a wheelchair. It is not always
easy to get onto — or off of — the islands, not to mention the challenges of language, culture,
and a generation gap.
“....beautifully captures the unique scenery and special features of each place Kamata
and her daughter visit. But also one which vividly portrays life in Japan with a disabled
child...an unforgettable journey.”—Metropolis Magazine Japan
“...as fresh and breezy as the winds that whip the islands...”—The Japan Times
“Heart-lifting and inspiring.”—Nicole Trilivas, Girls Who Travel
Suzanne Kamata is the author of the award-winning young adult novel Gadget Girl and the
author or editor of a range of books. Originally from Michigan, she now lives in Tokushima,
Japan, with her family, and teaches EFL at Tokushima University.
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The Giant Baby

Laurie Foos

What do you do when something magical happens…in your own backyard? Linda and Earl are a
happy couple. Although married for many years, they have never had children. Still, they are
content being together, and watching reruns of “I Love Lucy” keeps them close. That, and a
magical garden that never seems to grow what they plant. One day Earl finds a set of infant toes
in the loam. He and Linda plant them and watch in amazement as the garden produces an
enormous baby.
Now Earl and Linda have to figure out how to be parents—if they are parents—and what to do
about the giant baby who eats everything and cries for his mama.
“…utterly beautiful. Laurie Foos’ writing imbues the salt of the earth with fabulous
imagination.” —Christina Shea, Smuggled and Moira’s Crossing

Laurie Foos is the author of Ex Utero, Portrait of the Walrus by a Young Artist, Twinship, Before
Elvis There was Nothing, The Giant Baby, and The Blue Girl. Her non-fiction has appeared
in Brain, Child and in the anthology So Glad They Told Me: Women Get Real about
Motherhood. She teaches in the Bachelor of Fine Arts Program at Goddard College and in the
Masters of Fine Arts Program at Lesley University.
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Toast

Laurie Foos

In many ways, the Hamilton children are like any other kids. Eleven-year-old Mia and ten-yearold Will love playing Minecraft, eating pizza, and playing in the yard. But Mia knows that because
Will is on the autism spectrum, some things are different for him. For starters, he doesn’t like
things to change. Pizza has to be just so crispy, or he won’t eat it. He uses lines from movies to
answer most questions. If his toast is too dark, Will could have a total meltdown.
When Mom and Dad announce they’re getting a babysitter for the first time, Mia is alarmed. What
will happen if the babysitter doesn’t understand the unusual things Will does? Her
parents know that she is Will’s “translator” because she always understands him. Can they
manage a whole night with a brand-new person in charge? Is it always Mia’s job to worry, or can
she find a way to rely on other people? Toast explores the tender, scary, funny, and always
complex relationship between a girl and her autistic brother.

"Readers may find themselves aching for this unique family, and they will certainly gain a
deeper understanding of life with a loved one on the spectrum.
Beautifully conceived and written, Toast is a gentle yet fierce novella."
—Alison McGhee, Someday
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Training Days

May-lee Chai

When you are eleven years old, is there anything more humiliating, or bound to cause a fight,
than shopping with your mother when your body is in full-throttle warp? Yes, there is: picking out
the school-required underwear. And worse: your mother’s male co-worker shows up at the
scene. And even worse: your brother wants to TALK about it at the dinner table.
Rites of passage are difficult for any young girl, and Jun-li Lin is no exception. The grown-ups in
her life are completely unpredictable and probably out of control. She knows it will take detective
work to figure out her family’s secrets and the reasons for their erratic actions. It’s up to her to
find a way to bring the family together before everyone drifts apart.
Training to be an adult, Jun-li discovers, is hard work.
“I re-discovered a bit of myself in Jun-li, and in May-lee Chai’s beautifully constructed
and perfectly contained world. Jun-li’s struggles are nothing out of the ordinary, but it’s
the deftly and subtly rendered intricacies that mark this story, link it to the experience of
Asians in America, and linger in the imagination.” — Julie Shigekuni, A Bridge Between
Us, In Plain View, and Invisible Gardens
May-lee Chai is the author of ten books, including the memoir Hapa Girl, a Kiriyama Prize
Notable Book; the novel Dragon Chica; and the novel Tiger Girl, which won an Asian/Pacific
American Award for Literature. Most recently, Chai received the 2017 Doris Bakwin Award for
writing by women.. She teaches at San Francisco State University.
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Barn Cat

Kyoko Mori

A family tale for new readers, from a New York Times Notable author in her stride. A young girl
leaves Tokyo with her mother in 1979, carrying her pink suitcase to a new home, a new father
and sister, on a dairy farm in Wisconsin. Thirty-three years later, her mother's belongings are
found packed into boxes, her furniture draped in white sheets. Without so much as a note, she
has left the two sisters connected by history, by some idea of family, to look for her. What
happens when people lose their way home? Like a little barn cat, they grab onto a second family.
. . and start again.
“Kyoko Mori is one of the world’s most inimitable writers.”
—Howard Norman, The Bird Artist, What is Left the Daughter
“Kyoko Mori’s books are like red dragonflies at sunset. Afterwards, I’m not sure if I really
experienced them or if it was a dream.”—Henri Cole, Middle Earth

Kyoko Mori’s award-winning first novel, Shizuko’s Daughter, was hailed by The New York
Times as “a jewel of a book, one of those rarities that shine out only a few times in a
generation.” Her many critically acclaimed books include Polite Lies, The Dream of
Water, Yarn and the novels, Stone Field, True Arrow and One Bird. Kyoko Mori teaches at
George Mason University and lives in Washington, D.C.
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The Orchard Catherine Temma Davidson
Lisa’s grandfather is turning 100, and her family is gathering from across the country to celebrate
at Grandpa Joe’s home—a sprawling apricot orchard in southern California. The orchard is both
the heart of their family and a reminder of its past. Joe and his wife, Anna, fled their home
country in one of the horrific ethnic cleansings of the twentieth century. They were forced out of
Turkey because they were Greek, but they arrived in the New World full of hope. A piece of land
with a thriving orchard gave a new beginning to a new American family.
Lisa wants to preserve the beloved orchard that Joe built with his own hands, but to her bitter
disappointment, everyone else in the family wants to sell. They all have busy lives and families of
their own. Lisa is gearing up for a battle—one that intensifies when her college-age daughter falls
in love with the wrong man. Will the family’s history tear it apart—or will they find deeper ties to
bind them together?

Old apricot trees in a hidden valley yield jars of newly-made jam. The dream of holding
on to the family orchard brings the past back to life in this heartwarming story.
—Anna Perera, Guantanamo Boy
Catherine Temma Davidson is the author of the novel, The Priest Fainted, “a resonant mélange
of wisdom and humor, a testimony to the strong bonds of family and cultural
traditions” (Publishers Weekly).The grandchild of immigrants and an immigrant herself, Catherine
teaches writing to international students at Regent’s University and works as a writing consultant
at Amnesty International. She serves on the board of Exiled Writers Ink, an organization that
promotes writing by refugees and asylum seekers. Originally from Southern California, Catherine
lives in London with her family.
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The Bear Suit

Marta Maretich

A modern re-imagining of Ovid’s Metamorphoses
Rollo is tired of humans. Their cities are dirty, and their gizmos are dumb. He knows mankind is
wrecking the planet. Rollo’s dream is to escape to the Sierra Nevada Mountains where he can
live alone and be free of other people. There’s just one problem with his scheme: Rollo’s hungry
human stomach. No matter how much food he carries in his backpack, he always runs out.
Inevitably, Rollo has to come back to the “messed-up, man-made world” or starve.
All this changes when Rollo finds an old, dusty, bear suit in a costume shop. He’s got a plan! But
what seems like the perfect solution at first will bring unexpected results and change Rollo’s life
forever—in ways he could never have imagined.
“Don’t we all, secretly, want to transform? To be a bird in the sky, a fish in the river, a fox
in the woods? The Bear Suit explores this very human impulse in original and surprising
ways…anyone who has ever gone camping or who just thinks about it a lot will enjoy this
wonderful and engaging story about being in nature and the wilds of the American West.”
—Sharman Apt Russell, author of Diary of Citizen Scientist
In a varied career, Marta Maretich has been a teacher, a publisher, a journalist, an editor, and a
fiction writer. She is the author of three novels: The Merchants of Light (2015), The Possibility of
Lions (2011), and The Bear Suit (2017). Her short fiction, nonfiction, and poetry have appeared
in many publications and been anthologized in collections including Inspired Journeys: Travel
Writers in Search of the Muse (2016). She has been awarded artist residencies at the Eastern
Frontiers Educational Foundation at Norton Island and Yaddo. Born in Nigeria and raised in
California, Marta has lived in London since 1995.
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The Tiger's Back

David Elliott

What do you do when Fate shows up in your rose bed with three-inch canines and retractable
claws?
Robert―not Bob!―Stevenson wakes up one morning in his Vermont home to find a Bengal tiger
sitting in his rose garden. Is the tiger real? Or has the illness that has invaded every other part of
Robert’s body finally and quite literally gone to his head?
Remember, once you get on a tiger’s back, there is no dismounting.
“A fierce roar of a book, The Tiger’s Back is what haunts us—be it love, or loss, or a
tiger, ‘all ember and ash,’ standing in the roses—Elliot has conjured a puckish elegy to
what’s real and what’s illusion in this life.”
― William Lychack, The Architect of Flowers and The Wasp Eater

David Elliott is a New York Times best-selling author of books for young people including In the
Wild, On the Farm, and Finn Throws a Fit! His most recent novel, Jeremy Cabbage, is currently
in development at Fox 2000. David teaches writing at Colby-Sawyer College and Lesley
University’s MFA Program in Creative Writing. David lives in New Hampshire
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Forever and Ever

David Elliott

Young Jaimie, a high school senior, holes himself up in an isolated cabin on a New Hampshire
lake to mourn the tragic death of his girlfriend. He expects to be alone. So who is that swimmer
he sees through the mist, out on the lake? What is the wailing he hears as night falls…the cry of
the loon? Maybe Jannie had something else in mind when she made him promise they would be
together forever. After all, hadn't they been voted The Couple Most Likely to Stay Together?
“Like the haunting sound of the loons at the lake, Forever and Ever echoes with
mystery. Hold on tight to someone you love when you read this beautiful and perfectly
scary story.”—Hester Kaplan, Unravished and The Tell

David Elliott is the author of many picture books and novels for young people, including The
New York Times Bestselling And Here’s to You!. Among the many honors his books have
received are: The International Reading Association Children’s Choice Award; Bank Street
College Best of the Best; Chicago Public Library Best of the Best; NY Public Library Best Books
for Children; ALA Notable; and the Parents’ Guide to Media Award. David teaches at Lesley
University, Cambridge, MA, where he is a faculty mentor in the Low Residency MFA Program in
Creative Writing. This is David’s second Gemma Open Door title; The Tiger’s Back was
published in 2012. Visit David at http://davidelliottbooks.com/news.
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Pirates on Dinosaur Island

Mark Edwards

Dr. Christopher Lemuel escapes England on a privateer after he has the misfortune of winning a
duel. With his life in jeopardy, he signs on as ship's doctor only to face further dangers on the
high seas. The good doctor is wounded in a sea battle, captured by pirates, and reluctantly
becomes a buccaneer. Then matters become stranger still when Dr. Lemuel is marooned on an
island populated by enormous beasts unknown in natural history.
“Blood and madness; acts of unimaginable courage and inexplicable folly; shipwreck and
mayhem and a cataclysmic hurricane: this tropical paradise has everything. Including
pirates. And yes, dinosaurs. Readers will devour Pirates on Dinosaur Island faster than a
velociraptor can chomp a buccaneer.” ―Liz Hand, Available Dark and Radiant Days

Mark Edwards, playwright and author of short stories, teaches writing and media studies at
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. His play “Ladies in Hats” was a Kennedy
Center semi-finalist and appeared in The Boston Theatre Marathon. His story “Last Call” was
published in The Last Man Anthology, and “The Man Who Shot Bigfoot” can be found in Space
and Time Magazine.
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The Cell Phone Lot

Greta Gorsuch

Jessica Vasquez had worked hard to get where she was. Though some in her family had
despaired of her future, she put herself through cosmetology school and landed her dream job:
overseeing the beauty department for a chain of drugstores. But her fortune abruptly changes. A
manager’s daughter, on a mission of her own, puts stolen makeup and perfume in Jessica’s bag.
The girl lies to her dad about what happened, and Jessica is fired. It seems that Jessica’s life is
over.
But is it really?
Needing to pay the bills, Jessica begins driving for a ridesharing company. It’s scary at first, and
she doesn’t make a lot of money. But soon she gets the hang of it. Follow Jessica as her father
and her new friends at the airport cell phone lot help her to find a new life—and, just maybe, get
some of her old life back.

Greta Gorsuch has taught ESL/EFL and applied linguistics for more than 30 years in Japan,
Vietnam, and the U.S. She is an experienced materials writer who actively researches foreign
language reading and pronunciation. Greta’s work has appeared in journals such
as System, Reading in a Foreign Language, Language Teaching, Language Teaching Research,
and TESL-EJ. She recently co-authored Second Language Course Evaluation and Second
Language Testing for Student Evaluation and Classroom Research (both from Information Age
Publishing). She lives in beautiful wide West Texas and goes camping whenever she can.
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Yankee Doodle

Loretta Welch

New immigrants share a subway ride under and over a major American city....
and so much more

The Charles River divides Boston and Cambridge, and the Red Line ties the cities together,
traveling through an expanse of class and cultures along its route. When an unlikely combination
of riders share an afternoon train, they are surprised to discover what’s common in their shared
immigration experience.

Loretta Welch has lived and worked as a writer throughout the country. After studying at Trinity
College, Dublin, working in publishing in San Francisco, she landed in Boston’s North End, steps
away from the shore on which her immigrant ancestors first set foot, five generations
ago. Yankee Doodle is Welch’s first novel.
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Spin Cycles

Charles Coe

Brilliant, homeless and nearly invisible, a young man wanders through Boston, looking for
meaning and hope. Extreme mood swings and an unusual outlook on life make it impossible for
him to thrive in mainstream society. He finds comfort in laundromats, where he calms himself by
watching clothes tumble round and round and round. And in the streets he finds other people like
himself, below the radar, laboring to survive. Poignant and buoyant, Spin Cycles is a story of
loss, discovery, and, just possibly, redemption.
“Charles Coe has done something remarkable and indispensable. He has reminded us,
as the best fiction always does, that every person has a story to tell, even that sad,
disheveled, and vaguely disturbing street-wanderer from who we a avert our eyes when
we pass.
In broad strokes and tiny, precise details, Charles Coe captures, indeed, he inhabits, the
mind and soul of a homeless man trying to make sense of himself as he wanders the
streets. It is touching and beautiful.” —William Martin, Back Bay and The Lincoln Letters
Charles Coe is author of three books of poetry, All Sins Forgiven, Picnic on the Moon, and
Memento Mori (Leapfrog Press). His poetry has appeared in literary reviews and anthologies
such as Poesis, The Mom Egg, Solstice Literary Review, and Urban Nature. Charles won a
fellowship in poetry from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, and his poems have been set to
music by a number of composers. Co-chair of the Boston Chapter of the National Writers Union,
Charles was selected by the Associates of the Boston Public Library as a “Boston Literary Light.”
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A Full Circle

R. Timothy Rush

In 1878, two years after the Greasy Grass Fight that some called Custer’s Last Stand, U.S. soldiers
and government contractors rounded up 270 Arapaho people. From the very young to the very old,
they were forced to walk from Fort Robinson in western Nebraska across half of what is now the
state of Wyoming. Their destination: the Shoshone Indian Reservation. The new home of the
Northern Arapaho was a wilderness, but it was theirs and they were glad. Then came a second and
tragic event.
Within weeks, the Takers arrived to capture confused and terrified Indian children. The young were
shipped to boarding schools back east where they were to be stripped of their tribal identities and
assimilated into white culture. Families were torn apart.
Against this historical backdrop, A Full Circle gives a fictional account of several generations of
Arapaho and their experience during this time. Horse-whisperers, a green-eyed girl, brave young
men and women, and fierce grandmothers are among the characters that reveal glimpses of a
people and a culture that survive today, and a part of American and native history that has long been
hidden. A Full Circle is a story that needs to be told.

“I recommend A Full Circle. Dr. Rush (Niieihii Nenookeit) captures the spirit, customs, and
values of my people in a story straight from our history.”
—Burnett Lee Whiteplume, Senior (Nowoo3) Arapahoe, Wyoming
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American Lion

R. Timothy Rush

Set in the rugged western United States, American Lion presents true stories of the majestic
North American cougar told by people who experienced the mountain lion up close. From the
Rock Creek Canyon battle of the killer lion and shepherd dog to the invisible guest in the hay loft,
these encounters are terrifying, heartwarming and at all times as thrilling as the native cats
themselves.

Professor Tim Rush teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in literacy education,
humanities education and linguistics at the University of Wyoming. Working closely with the
tribes of the Wind River Indian Reservation, he has helped develop UW programs for certifying
teachers of American Indian children. He was awarded the University of Wyoming Outreach
School’s Holon Family Award and was recognized by the International Reading Association with
its Jerry Johns Outstanding Teacher Educator in Reading Award.
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One Season in the Sun

Joe Schuster

These are the tales of one-season wonders. The history of baseball is filled with forgotten names—
players who are good enough to reach the top of the sport but who, for any number of reasons, land
at the edges of the game. Some spend a week or two in the major leagues and then disappear back
into the minors. Many leave the sport for good. Still, for an afternoon, a week, or a couple of months,
these men stood on the field alongside the best players in The Show. Here are gripping stories of
their brief moments in the sun.
Praise for Joe Schuster’s previous book The Might-Have Beens:
“Surely destined to join the ranks of transcendent baseball novels.”
—Richard Russo, Empire Falls
“Far from being just about baseball, The Might-Have-Been is about the persistence of
ambition and dreams in both sports and civilian life. This is a very telling novel about
American pastimes and American identities, well worth reading.”
—Charles Baxter, The Feast of Love
Joe Schuster‘s short fiction has appeared in The Kenyon Review, The Iowa Review, and The
Missouri Review, among others, and his articles have been published in USA Today, St. Louis Post
Dispatch and the revered, retired Sport.
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Jackie Robinson

Joe Schuster

The year was 1947. A talented young minor-league baseball player was called up to the majors
to join the Brooklyn Dodgers. But this was no ordinary man, nor any simple achievement. This
was Jackie Robinson: an all-around star athlete, a U.S. Army veteran—and a black man. Until
that year, baseball’s shameful color line had kept African Americans out of the big leagues.
Overcoming prejudice, exclusion, and even hatred, Jackie Robinson broke that line and became
one of the game’s best players. He was recognized in the Hall of Fame, and he inspired many
young people to fight segregation and ignorance for the chance to follow their dreams. Through
both his career and his character, Jackie Robinson became one of America’s greatest heroes.
This is his story.

Joe Schuster’s short fiction has appeared in The Kenyon Review, The Iowa Review, and The
Missouri Review, among others, and his articles have been published in USA Today, St. Louis
Post Dispatch and the revered, retired Sport. The New York Times Book Review described his
novel The Might-Have Been as a “meticulously peopled tale of opportunities lost.” Publishers
Weekly said “Schuster examines, without succumbing to sentiment or an easy resolution, the
cost of chasing a dream.”

