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The Best of Irish Picture Book Talent

A dense, ghostly fog floated down, and we couldn’t see where we were 

going. Suddenly, looming out of nowhere, was a massive rock! We tried 

to steer away but it was too late. We smashed straight into it, the ship 

split in two, and we were all thrown into the freezing sea. 

I swam for the rock as hard as I could. But the fog was like an icy white 

curtain, and I could see nothing. 
‘Help!’ I shouted, but there was no answer. I was all alone. 

I swam and swam until my arms and legs felt like burning lumps 

of lead. Just as I was about to give up and drown, my foot touched 

something solid beneath me. It was sand – I was saved! 

I staggered out of the sea and fell over on some grass. I was so tired, I 

could not get up again, and I slipped into a deep, deep sleep.

When I woke up, it was daylight and I was very thirsty. I blinked up at 

the clear, sunny sky and tried to move.

But I couldn’t. I tried again, but I couldn’t move at all – not even to 

turn my head! I peered out of the corner of my eye. There were thin 

ropes all over my body, tying me firmly to the ground. Even my hair was 

tied down! 
What on earth was happening?
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The Lake Isle of Innisfree   
William Butler Yeats

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,

And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made:

Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee;

And live alone in the bee-loud glade.
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Old MacDonald Had a Farm

Old MacDonald had a farm,
E-I-E-I-O,
And on that farm he had a cow,
E-I-E-I-O,
With a moo moo here,
And a moo moo there,
Here a moo,
There a moo,
Everywhere a moo moo.
Old MacDonald had a farm,
E-I-E-I-O.
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Tatyana Feeney
Mr Wolf loves looking good. Mr Wolf loves to dance.  

But more than anything in the world,  
Mr Wolf loves his beautiful socks.  

Until one day, a hole appears in one … WHAT can he do?  

Follow the rather dapper Mr Wolf on  
a woolly adventure as he tries to save his socks!

32pp, full colour / World rights, all languages

‘Feeney’s blend of block printing and line drawing creates a lovely 
layered texture to the illustrations, while the simple journey-structure 

also offers an environmental tale of origins’ Irish Times

‘warm, witty...Mr Wolf is a hugely appealing character...a charming 
picture book for the very young’ Book for Keeps 

Eva and the Perfect Rain
It’s raining again.  

But which is the perfect rain for Eva’s new umbrella?  
 

Sometimes it’s too heavy, sometimes it’s too light.  
And sometimes it’s too windy.  

 

But when the sun comes out while the rain is still falling,  
a beautiful rainbow makes the most perfect rain of all.

Publication Spring 2019  
 

32pp, full colour / World rights, all languages

TATYANA FEENEY is an American illustrator living in Trim, Co Meath. She 
illustrated several titles in the O’Brien Panda and Sos series, and subsequently 
published a number of picture books with Oxford University Press: Little Owls’ 
Orange Scarf, for which she won the 2014 Rotherham Children’s Book Award, 
Small Bunny’s Blue Blanket, and Small Elephant’s Bathtime. 

She has also been nominated for the UKLA Book Award, The Waterstones 
Childrens’ Book Prize and the Kate Greenaway Medal.



Sarah Bowie
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The only time she’s not bored is when
she’s doing...

this

this

or
this

It’s the summer holidays and
yep, you guessed it...

...my sister’s really...

     blah, blah
     blah, blah

           Hands up,
         or I’ll use my

         special power!

WereGoingToTheZooBook.indd   4-5 11/12/2017   12:51:25
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Here’s me with all my drawings.
Loads of people came...

...and I got my picture taken
with the zookeeper.

Her name is
Susan.

Kitty’s excited to be going to the zoo. Her big sister Clara thinks it will be boring!  
But when they get there, there’s so much going on!  

They get soaked by an elephant, see a funny monkey fill his cheeks with food  
and find out what bats use for a blanket. 

But whose pictures of the animals are best, Kitty’s drawings or Clara’s photos?

Follow the sisters around the zoo and meet the cheeky giraffe, the swimming tiger and lots, lots more.

32pp, full colour, February 2018 

World rights, all languages 

Sarah Bowie is an illustrator, author and cartoonist who lives in Dublin. She is a founder member of The 
Comics Lab and her work has been published in a range of books, comics and magazines. She completed 

a residency in La Maison des Auteurs in 
Angouleme, France in 2016. Let’s See Ireland, 
published in 2016, was her first picture book.

‘stunning...charming … illustrations are 
masterly. Bowie has an eye for detail and her 
characters and animals are full of mischief  
and fun’  Irish Independent 



Shona Shirley Macdonald

The Pooka was a magical creature living all alone in the mountains. 
But one day it realised it was lonely. So it organised a party.

The Pooka baked cakes, put up decorations and combed its beard...but no-one came. 
Until.....BOO!

But when the goblins came to steal all the cake, the party turned into  
a MIGHTY CAKE BATTLE.

32pp, full colour, September 2018 / World rights, all languages

Shona Shirley Macdonald is an author and illustrator based in Co. Waterford, Ireland. 
Originally from Scotland, she studied stop-motion animation at Edinburgh College 
of Art. Her projects include books, murals and concept artwork, and most recently 

her artwork has appeared in The Moon Spun Round - W.B. 
Yeats for Children edited by Noreen Doody and published by 
O’Brien Press, and An Smutag Ghaisgeil, a Scottish Gaelic 
graphic novel. 

‘The superb selection of illustrations, sometimes reminiscent 
of Clark, Rackham and P J Lynch, are breathtaking in scope 
and composition’  Irish Examiner

‘If anyone can put pen to paper and recreate the heavens’ embroidered cloths, then it’s 
Shona Shirley Macdonald, on this evidence...fabulous visual craft’ thebookbag.co.uk



...an Astronaut

The Day Henry Met is an award-winning animation series which airs in 180 territories  
including on Nick Jr International, TVO Canada, ABC Australia, YLE Finland,  
Canal Plus and SVT Sweden. Producton on Season 4 will begin in April 2018,  

bringing it to 104 x 5 minute episodes. 

Everyday Henry meets something new – The day Henry met a Whale!, The day Henry met the 
Moon!, The day Henry met a Car! I wonder what Henry’s going to meet today?

One day, Henry met Dog. 
Dog was lonely. She didn’t have a best friend.

To find Dog a best friend, Henry takes her to the jungle...
then in a rocket up to space...

then down to the bottom of the ocean. 

And after all their travels and all that fun, they both realise...
Henry is Dog’s best friend!

Publication September 2018

32 page, full colour picture book 

World rights, all languages

The Day Henry Met...

...a Deep Sea Diver



Danny Brown: Mischief-Maker
Danny Brown is ALWAYS up to mischief.

And ALWAYS in trouble.

‘These lively and engaging stories are perfect for newly 
confident readers’ Parents in Touch

5+ / 64pp / colour ills / 9 title series 

World rights, all languges

Rights sold: TV animation

Meet Mad Grandad. He sometimes puts orange juice in his tea, or dances to the news on the radio.  
But he and grandson Lenny have the best adventures ever - from buying a UFO 

through an ad in the local paper, to battling a dastardly robot gardener. 

‘a real sense of zany fun’ Sunday Independent
 

6+ / 64pp / b&w ills / 6 title series 
World rights, all languages / Rights sold: Slovenian

Mad Grandad: a True Original

7

Danny was delighted. 
He hated brushing his teeth.

No more silly 
brushing. Yippee!

6

Danny Brown looked 
at his toothbrush. 
The bristles were bent 
and twisted. 
‘That brush is no good 
anymore,’ said Mum. 
‘Put it in the bin.’ 



Cass and the Bubble Street Gang
Solving mysteries, hatching cunning plans and having brilliant adventures! 

Cass is not impressed with the new Residents’ Association programme -- 
suddenly everyone’s in Neighbourhood Watch and thinks they’re a genius 
detective. And that’s Cass’s job!! Worse still, there are so many new rules that 
the kids can’t even play on the street anymore. 

But there’s also a mystery afoot for the Bubble Street Gang: while helping 
with a car boot sale, Cass finds a very old diary. The name inside the cover 
has worn away, but it must belong to somebody in Berbel Street. The 
diary talks about picking on the drama kids on the bus, and finally about a 
horrible prank played on them during their end-of-year show. Who does 
this diary belong to? Can the Bubble Street Gang unmask the wicked 
writer?

Publication July 2018  

7+ / 192pp / b&w ills 

World rights, all languages

‘As lively and quick-witted as its central 
character Cass Okara...hugely entertaining’  
Books for Keeps

‘Cass is a real force of nature, lively, impulsive, 
never short of ideas or the nerve and 
determination to make them happen...as much 
fun as having your own gang and clubhouse’ 
lovereading4kids.co.uk

‘It’s childhood perfection!... easy and enjoyable’ 
Parents in Touch

ERIKA MCGANN grew up in Drogheda and 
now lives in Dublin. She was the winner of 
the Waverton Good Read Award for her first 
children’s book, The Demon Notebook.

Making Millions, the second Cass and the Bubble 
Street Gang book, was chosen by the Dublin 
Public Libraries for their Citywide Reading 
Initiative 2018.



Sam Hannigan’s Madcap Adventures

Animal lover Samantha Hannigan is having a truly woof week. She and 
her best friend Ajay were messing around with the Brain Swap 3000, one 
of her grandad’s crackpot inventions, and now Sam is stuck inside the 
body of her neighbours’ dog – how can they can change her back?

‘Nolan has a light touch and this funny book is full of heart. 
Perfect for David Walliams fans’ Itish Independent

‘those barking mad enough to stick with this crazy plot will no 
doubt enjoy the ruff ride’ Evening Echp

10+ / 160pp / b&w illustrations  

World rights, all languages

PUBLICATION SPRING 2019

Sam Hannigan and the Last Dodo
Young Sam Hannigan runs an animal shelter with her creepy-crawlie-
crazy best friend Ajay Patel and her just-plain-crazy granny Nanny Gigg. When a mysterious package arrives 
on the doorstep, Sam and the gang are amazed to discover it contains a living, breathing (and long believed 
extinct) Dodo bird!

Also in the package is a message, signed by the mysterious M, which warns our heroes that a gang of ruthless 
exotic animal smugglers is hunting for the dodo and will stop at nothing to find it...

10+, 160pp, b&w illustrations / World rights, all languages

Born in Dublin, ALAN NOLAN is a 
comics writer, graphic designer, artist 
and co-creator of the horror series 
Sancho. Previously the Children’s Books 
Ireland Illustrator-in-Residence, he 
has written and illustrated a range of 
children’s books.



JUDI CURTIN
A warm, funny and moving new series from the bestselling author.

Molly and Beth are best friends that aren’t too happy when their families move in together. But when the two 
discover a way of transporting themselves back to the past, they have a chance to help those they love... 

Book 3, You’ve Got a Friend  
Publication August 2018

When Molly’s dad returns unexpectedly, the girls soon realise that he’s lonely 
and aimless. They travel back to 1975, when Eddie was a child, and discover that 
he and his older brother had a strained relationship. But the two boys shared a 
love of writing and Molly is determined to use that to bring them together again. 
 

After Time After Time, set in the 1980s, and Stand by Me, set in the 1960s, the 
third book in this award-winning series brings readers back to the heady days of 
the 1970s.  
 

9+ / 288 & 256pp / World rights, all languages 
Rights sold: Czech, Serbian, Turkish

‘Judi Curtin writes sensitive, hugely engaging novels about 
contemporary girls and the things that matter most to them’ 
Books for Keeps

‘Curtin, often compared to Jacqueline Wilson, has won legions of 
young fans with her pacy and emotionally engaging stories’  
Belfast Telegraph

‘Curtin’s main concern is the dynamic between friends...the novel’s 
emotional impact shouldn’t be underestimated’ Irish Times

JUDI CURTIN is the best-selling author of the ‘Alice and Megan’ series. She is also 
the author of the smash-hit Eva series: Eva’s Journey, Eva’s Holiday, Leave it to Eva,  
Eva and the Hidden Diary, and Only Eva. With Roisin Meaney she has written  
See If I Care. 

Stand By Me was winner of the Irish Book Awards Children’s Book of the Year 2017



GERARD SIGGINS
Atlantis Sports Academy series

Five twelve-year-old kids crazy about sport, but not very good at it (yet), are selected for the  
mysterious Atlantis Academy.  The brainchild of a multi-millionaire, the academy is based on  

a submarine staffed with genius technicians using the latest hi-tech sports theories. 
 

Each book in the series will focus on an individual sport and character,  
but all books will follow all five kids, their relationships, and successes and failures. 

 
 Book 1: Atlantis United

When a football scout turns up to watch his match, Joe knows he has no chance of catching his attention - 
he’s by far the worst player on his team. But he is the one selected, and is whisked away to  

a remote island where he teams up with four other kids his own age.  
 

The island sinks beneath the waves and Joe learns he is on an extraordinary submarine which is home to 
the world’s greatest sports academy. With a team of eccentric, genius coaches, he and his new friends are 

slowly transformed into serious players. But the Academy’s secrets are wanted by others, including a shadowy 
sportsgear company that seems to track their every move as the island travels across the Atlantic  

to the Caribbean and on to the greatest football nation in the world.  
 

Will Joe and his team escape the clutches of the mysterious company,  
and can Atlantis United win their first big game in a famous stadium in Brazil? 

 
PUBLICATION AUTUMN 2018 

10yrs+ / c.208pp / World rights, all languages 
 

Gerard Siggins was born in Dublin in 1962. Initially a sports journalist, he worked for many years in the 
Sunday Tribune, where he became assistant editor. He has written several books about cricket and rugby, 
including his Rugby Spirit series which is hugely popular with sports-loving children around the world. 

 

Joe - Soccer 
Craig - Tennis 
Kim - Rugby 

Jess - Athletics 
Ajit - Cricket



She Who Dares...
An illustrated guide to fifty of the most remarkable  

inventions, creations and discoveries by women.

From windscreen wipers to the life raft, 
coffee filters to emergency flares, Apollo 
Mission software to Monopoly: women 
have discovered, invented and designed 
some of the most important things we all 
take for granted, but many of their names 
are unknown.

With a step-by-step guide to inspire and 
encourage readers to come up with their 
own inventions, She Who Dares is an 
empowering book that celebrates the minds 
of women responsible for some of the most 
striking discoveries, inventions and designs 
in history. 

8+ / 48pp , full colour 
World rights, all languages 
PUBLICATION SEPTEMBER 2018

Dublin-based architect Owen O’Doherty 
wrote She Who Dares in response to a 
question from his daughter, Anna, who 
had never heard of anything invented by a 
woman. This book was a present to Anna 
on her seventh birthday.

4 5

Inventions are made all around us, every day and in every 
walk of life - whether it’s a big invention like a whole new 
kind of machine, or a little one like inventing a better way to 
carry school books. Anyone can be an inventor. 

This book tells the stories of fifty great inventions, discoveries 
and designs, where they came from and the women who did 
them. 

In this book you’ll also find tips about how inventors work 
to help you do your own inventing: how to look at things 
differently, see how you can make a change, try out your 
ideas and then make your invention. 

If you have an idea for a new way of doing things or you can 
see something new about the world tehn see if you can turn 
it into an invention. You never know - you just might be the 
first.  

 

Follow this path 
through the book to 
follow the stories of 
amazing  discoverers, 
inventors and 
designers!

1. Apgar score
2. The retractable dog lead
3. HIV virus
4. Frankenstein

5. Tippex
6: GM crops
7: Suspension bridge
8: Knapsack parachute

9. The Earth’s inner core
10: The structure of DNA

11: Coding
12. The Montessori system 
13. The pedal bin 14: Jellyfish

15: Boom 
microphone
16: Kevlar

17. Coade stone
18. The brake pad
19. Computer bug
20: Life raft
21. Monopoly

22. Ichthyosauraus
23: London map
24: orbital rocket
25: Pulsars

26. Torpedo signals
27. Sugru
28. Y-chromosome
29. A safer wood chopper
30. Radiation

31. Fuel from plastic waste
32. Syringe
33. Faster seed germination 
34. Stem cells
35. Apollo mission software
36. Waxwork attractions
37. Paper bag

38. Villa E1027
39. The coffee filter
40. The science of nursing
41. Windscreen wipers

42. X-ray crystallography
43. The first e-reader
44. Nuclear fission
45. Aquarium
46. Continental drift
47. Disposable nappies
48. Emergency flares
49. A solar powered house
50. Road lines
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Spiral of energy waves 
coming from the star 
out into space. 

Spinning star at 
the centre

 A pulsar (short for pulsating star) is a 
type of star which rotates and sends 
out incredibly powerful pulses of energy 
millions of light years away which can 
be picked up here on Earth.  The first 
pulsar to be discovered was found by 
Jocelyn Bell Burnell, an astronomer in 
1967. 

The gigantic stars that send 
pulses of energy across the 
galaxy

Since their discovery, people have found 
interesting uses for the very regular 
pulses we receive on Earth. They can be 
used to set clocks very, very accurately 
and they have even been used to 
measure how fast the continents on 
earth are moving away from each other.

Millions of people talk on the phone 
every day, with their conversations 
beamed around the world at the same 
time. But how do you keep your phone 
conversation separate and secret from 
everyone else’s?

The way of doing this was invented 
during the Second World War by Hedy 
Lamarr. She devised a way to stop the 
enemy from jamming radio controlled 
torpedoes by encrypting the control 
signals. She offered her idea to the US 
Navy, but the idea was so far ahead of 
its time that they only started to use the 
technology twenty years later. 

Lamarr was a busy person and made 
her invention while she was already 
famous as a film star. 

Hedy Lamar
1940s

Sugru is a quick-setting plastic that 

can be made into any shape with your 

fingers. It’s great for fixing things or 

making new parts you might need. It 

was invented by a designer called  Jane 

Ni Dulchaointigh.

Jane Ni 
Dulchaointaigh

20--

Jocelyn Bell
1967
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DNA is a type of molecule found in 
every cell of our bodies. DNA is what 
tells each cell what to be, for example a 
bone cell, brain cell or skin cell. Rosalind 
Franklin is the scientist who discovered 
the beautiful and complicated structure 
of the DNA molecule. 
 
She used her pioneering techniques to 
be the first person to see the beautiful 
double-helix structure of DNA - two 
spirals wrapped around each other.

Spiral shaped 
backbone made up 
of phosphate and 
deoxyribose, holding 
the base pairs together.

‘Base pairs’ of 
nucleotides

The shape of the DNA 
molecules inside every 
living cell

Rosalind 
Franklin 

1952 ?

Curiosity is very important for inventing 
and discovering. Many of the inventors 
and scientists in this book started by 
asking themselves questions about how 
the world works. If you have an idea for 
an invention, here are some questions 
you could think about to help grow your 
idea. 

HOW WILL I 
KNOW IF IT WORKS?

Testing your invention to see that 
it works will be important. Making 
prototype models is a good way to  

test your ideas before making 
your invention for real.

Get inventing!

WHO IS IT FOR?

Thinking about who will use the 

invention will help you work out how to best 

make your invention useful to people. It’s also 

a good way to think about who might 

like to buy your invention.

IS THERE A 

PROBLEM THAT IT WILL FIX? 

The most important question to 

ask about an invention is whether it 

is needed. Can you see a problem 

that could be solved with 

an invention?  

HAS ANYONE DONE IT BEFORE?

See if someone has already invented 

something similar. If they have invented 

something identical then their idea might 

be protected by patent. 

HOW COULD IT BE MADE?

If an invention is impossible to make 

it will stay as just an idea. Think about 

any special parts, materials or ways 

of working that might be 

required, 



Mollie Carberry is a suffragette! Well, sort of. Mollie and her best 
friend Nora have been bravely fighting for women’s rights – even 
though no one else really knows about it. But when they hear a big 
protest is being planned,  they know they have to take part.

9+ / 352pp / World rights, all languages  
Publication March 2018

‘I cannot tell you how much I adore these books. They’re funny 
and clever and Mollie is a BRILLIANT character.’  
Louise O’Neill

‘one of the liveliest characters you will read: a vivacious, 
intelligent young girl...The story is told through her letters 
which gives the novel a terrific immediacy and intimacy – 
Mollie is great fun to be with. ..This book should get your vote! 
Lovereading

It’s spring 1912, and 14-year-old 
Mollie Carberry is convinced that her 
life is boring - until she discovers that 

her sister Phyllis is a secret suffragette. Mollie wants to do something for the 
movement too – and she soon convinces her best friend Nora to join her. At 
last, they have some excitement in their lives!

9+ / 304pp / World rights, all languages 

‘really lovely....a sweet read!’ Marian Keyes

A girl’s eye view of early feminism...immediate and vivid, with the 
impulsive, daring Mollie a very appealing narrator’ lovereading4kids

‘[Mollie’s] voice is reminiscent of another historic heroine, Anne of 
Green Gables, only with an Irish lilt. The plot is realistic and satisfying.’ Kirkus Reviews

ANNA CAREY is a freelance journalist from Dublin who writes for a variety of 
print and online media publications including the feminist website The Anti Room.  
She is the bestselling author of the Rebecca series and winner of the Irish Children’s 
Book of the Year.  The 
Making of Mollie was 
her first humorous, 
historical novel, and 
was inspired by feminist 
voices from the early 
twentieth-century, and 
the yearbooks of the 
girls of her own school. 

ANNA CAREY



CHARLIE PIKE

Jacob’s Ladder
Compellingly original science fiction from debut YA author

We have heard your call
You no longer need to fear.

You will receive five messages, of which this is the first.
The last message will inform you of the time and place of your salvation.

Two hundred years from now, the earth is dying, scorched by powerful flares from the sun.  
A series of messages from an alien civilization sent to humanity over two centuries  

promise rescue to those strong enough to survive on their planet. 

Initiate Leon is a member of the True Path warrior culture and preparing for his Rising. But when his test 
comes - to kill in cold blood  - he cannot do it. To redeem himself, he must journey to find the earth’s fifth 

and final message from the Saviours, with the help of his resourceful servant, Martha.

Out in the wild, Leon discovers alarming changes in his body - he can drink water through his skin,  
and has poison barbs buried deep in his flesh. Martha reveals to him the secret that the True Path  

have kept from him all this time: Jacob’s Ladder, an adaptation for life on the alien planet,  
has lain dormant in his genes and is now being activated. He is part alien and part human,  

and he is in grave danger from those who wish to take what is in his body. 

An ambitious YA novel for fans of Patrick Ness and Marcus Sedgwick. 

Publication Spring 2019

YA sci-fi / c.320 pp

World rights available

Charlie Pike started his writing career when he lived in Turkey, teaching 
English to adults and children. When he returned to Ireland he worked as an 
advertising copywriter and freelance journalist, writing feature articles for 
Irish newspapers, until an opportunity came along to work for an Internet 
start-up. In 2003 he formed his own web company, Usable Design. 

He met his wife, Birgit, in Turkey and they now live in County Wicklow. They 
have two children. Charlie is a graduate of Trinity College. 



Acclaimed SciFi & Fantasy
from Ireland’s leading children’s publisher
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Welsh: Carreg Gwalch

Recent Foreign Editions

Welsh: Carreg Gwalch 
Rights sold in eight territories

Chinese: Chongqing
Portuguese (Brazil): FTD

Turkish: SEV
Rights also sold: German, Korean

Romanian: Gama
Rights also sold: Chinese, Ger, Turkish

Czech: Albatros; Turkish: Yabanci
Serbian: Kreativni Centar

Italian: Mondadori

Greek: Diaplasi

Serbian: Kreativni Centar 
Rights sold in five languages


