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Catalogue highlights 
 

Non fiction 
 

I NERD SALVERANNO IL MONDO 
(Nerds will save the world) 
 
Fulvio Gatti 
 
Pages: 132 
 
Published: November 2016 - first printrun almost sold out 
 
Just a few years ago, nerds, because of their often-obsessive passions, were 
considered weird by the majority of people. Because of this and their lack in 
socialisation skills – the web was not able to help them at the time – nerds lived 
engrossed in the alternative worlds they loved so much. 
On the contrary, and just lately, nerds took that famous revenge first hypothesised 

in a 1984 film. Today, nerd culture is everywhere: it got to the collective imagination and took control of it to the 
point that everyone can be considered a nerd. But how far is that point? And what made this revolution 
possible? 
Fulvio Gatti has tried to explain this and has discovered four causes: Star Wars, The Big Bang Theory, the films 
about superheroes and the internet. It is thanks to them if ‘nerdism’ got legitimised and became the answer to 
all the problems linked to the entertainment industry. But with the pride of one that was a nerd from the very 
beginning, the author thinks and hopes that things will evolve up to a new start, that may even take place in 
another galaxy, far from here. 
 
Fulvio Gatti was born in Turin in 1983 and lives nearby Asti. Specialised in pop-culture, comic books and 
fictitious worlds, he has been writing for local and national newspapers for more than ten years. So far, he has 
published an essay about Star Wars, short stories for many collections and the scriptwriting of a graphic novel 
that was published both in Italy and France. Moreover, he has translated from English into Italian some comic 
books and he has both written and co-produced short films and institutional videos. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lasvegasedizioni.com/


NON SPARATE SUL REGISTA 
Bestiario del cinema americano 
(Don’t shoot at the director:  A collection of clichés from the American 
movies) – first printrun sold out 
 
Simone Cerri  
 
Pages: 200 
Published: March 2016 
 
WINNER of Premio Nazionale di Letteratura Umoristica "Umberto Domina" 
(National prize for humour literature) 
 
We are used by the American movies to seeing characters, places and situations 

regularly displayed but which are unlikely. Characters such as the bartender/philosopher, a character who gives 
advice left and right, or the policeman who gets irremediably killed during a shooting on his last working day 
before retiring. Recurring places like the motel with the parking view, or the nightclubs with the underground 
fighting. Repetitive situations like the countdown before an explosion, or the car that will not start in the worst 
moment ever.  
Simone Cerri gives us a hilarious array of movie clichés, which the Hollywood screen players keep writing for an 
audience that, apparently, has never enough. 
In 2016, the book won the Umberto Domina award, an important national book award for comic literature.  
 
Simone Cerri was born in Milan in 1973. He wrote Italian Tabloid, Lana Turner’s Butterfly and A Building of 
Decent People, all of which were not made into a movie. He is tragically anachronistic. In his spare time, Cerri 
likes fencing, composing minuets and writing 13th century poetry in courtly-love style. 
 
“Wait. Before killing me, you must tell me your evil plan!”  
 

DIETRO LA SCENA DEL CRIMINE 
(Behind the Crime Scene) - first printrun sold out 
 
Cristina Brondoni 
 
Pages: 164 
 
Published: October 2015 
 
 
It is easy to kill a character. In books, as well in movies and TV series, we often 
witness crime scenes, killers, dead people, accidents and suicides. Unerring 
detectives, able to solve the most difficult cases thanks to their insightfulness or to 
their extraordinary intelligence, always handle situations like these. Fiction makes 

us think that things can be quite different in real life: unqualified or at least unprepared detectives could 
actually investigate daily crime news. 
By analysing fiction through the eyes of a real criminalist, we realise that writers and screen players make their 
characters regularly act without taking notice of what happens in a real crime scene. Since it is very easy to die, 
but to discover how and why is a far more complicated matter.  
 
Cristiana Brondoni was born in 1971 in Milan, where she still lives with two cats and a husband. Journalist and 
criminalist, she describes herself as a victim of TV series and of the discreet charm of certain killers. After a 
graduation in Literature, she graduated also in Criminology with a MA in Criminology and Forensic. Often TV 
guest as criminalist, she deals with profiling and murders. She has also a blog about it, called tutticrimini.com 
 
“ Beat strongly the head is enough to die. You don’t need your skull to be completely severed. Actually, it is really 
easy to die. ” 
 

 
 



Fiction 
 

LA PIÙ ODIATA DAGLI ITALIANI 
(The most hated by Italians) 
 
Davide Bacchilega 
 
Pages: 300 
 
Published: September 2017 
 
More unscrupulous than Zeman, bolder than Conte, more polemic than Mourinho: 
Vincenzo Sarti is the coach that led the team of Bologna to the top of the placement. 
To keep his reputation as the best coach ever, he has to leave behind the suspects 
that tarnish his past and hide a secret that could jeopardise his career. In addition to 
this, his mission is to fight against an unnameable enemy that is considered the 

embodiment of all evil: Serie A’s most noble and powerful team. Everything changes when he is in fact tempted 
by an offer that concerns Juventus, the most crontroversial Italian team. It is in that moment that Vincenzo 
questions all his morals to become the coach of the most hated Italian football team. Once he is in Turin, his fate 
gets interlaced with those of Alex Rambaldi, a fading centre forward who got crushed by expectations, and 
Maicol Cammarata, a sports reporter who knows way too much about Vincenzo – even those unspeakable 
truths that could ruin him. 
Between utopia and compromise, individual freedom and social control, private identity and public image, Sarti 
plays in a championship that does not simply state who is the winner and who is the loser: it actually states 
everyone’s place in the world. That is because, at the end of the day, the toughest game we play is the one to 
become ourselves. 
 
 
Davide Bacchilega was born in Lugo, Ravenna, in 1977. He currently lives in Lugo and works in Bologna for a 
communication agency. For Las Vegas edizioni, he wrote “I romagnoli ammazzano al mercoledì” (Romagna 
people kill on Wednesday, 2014) and “Più piccolo è il paese, più grandi sono i peccati” (The smallest the town, 
the bigger the sins, 2016). 
 

UNA PIÙ DEL DIAVOLO 
(More cunning than the Devil) 
 
Lorenzo Vargas 
 
Pages: 288 
 
Published: April 2017 
 
The Devil disappeared. No one, either on the Earth or in the heavens above, knows 
where he is and this is more worrying than one might think. It is worrying because 
he plays an important role: he counterbalances the Good God™, who, without the 
presence of his opposite, might find it difficult to remain as Good as he is. It is for 

this reason that Raziel, the angel of secrets, who is determined to put an end to this matter and to do so alone, 
happens to need the help of the only hero that humanity can offer for this mission: Giovanni Archei. Considering 
that Giovanni is an obscure musician who never grew up, humanity may be in for a wild ride. 
 
Lorenzo Vargas was born in Rome in 1991 and lives in the region of Marche. After having been one of the 
finalists in the Rai3 talent “Masterpiece”, he published his first book “Pierre non esiste” (Bompiani, 2015). In 
2015, Andrea Baglio and he produced a short film called “La Prova”, which won the Best Short Film Award at the 
Los Angeles CineFest. In 2016, he founded a literary magazine called “Il Bradipo”. His website is 
www.satisfiedpear.it. 
 
 
 



 
PIÙ PICCOLO È IL PAESE, PIÙ GRANDI SONO I PECCATI 
(The smaller the town, the bigger the sins) 
 
Davide Bacchilega 
 
Pages: 303 
 
Published: May 2016 
 
Romagna, the north-eastern, cheery, sunny seaside spot of Italy. But this is not 
Romagna in the summertime, with its crowded beaches and colorful umbrellas. 
This is winter, when every seaside postcard darkens with a fog so thick, everything 
becomes morbid and threatening. Just like the three blackmail letters three former 
call-girls get just before Christmas. Just like the slew of crimes upturning, in a few 

days, lives so disparate, yet hopelessly chained to one another. 
Michele, a local crime news reporter always on the hunt for bad news; Mauro, an embalmer with a morbid 
fixation for corpses and TV quiz shows; Barbara, a present-day mourner, who cries at funerals for hire; Giorgia, 
suffering from a rare disease that won’t let her remember a face; the uptight members of The Club, a local 
gentlemen’s club brimming with power games and sexual scandals. And, last but not least, Ermes, a “pleasure 
entrepreneur” with political aims, and his dog Arrigosacchi, named after a famous Romagna-born football 
coach. 
Davide Bacchilega paints a cruel picture of Italian, and particularly Romagna, and its ironic flair takes no 
prisoners. Because, as the title says, the smaller the town, the bigger the sins. 
 
“You know the typical picture-perfect Romagna? Well, forget about it.” 
 
Davide Bacchilega was born in Lugo, Ravenna, in 1977. He currently lives in Lugo and works in Bologna for a 
communication agency. He wrote “I romagnoli ammazzano al mercoledì” (Romagna people kill on Wednesday, 
Las Vegas ed., 2014), “Bad News” (Giulio Perrone Editore, 2011), “Deep Blue Hotel” (I fiori di campo ed., 2006) 
and “White Russian” (Incontri editrice, 2005). He wrote several short stories published by Marcos y Marcos, 
Stampa Alternativa and Giulio Perrone Editore. 
 
 
 

I ROMAGNOLI AMMAZZANO AL MERCOLEDÌ (ROMAGNA MEN KILL ON 
WEDNESDAYS) 
Davide Bacchilega 
Top seller of this publisher in 2014 and 2015; shortlisted for Premio 
Grotte della Gurfa 
 
Romagna: a land of nice, gentle people. At least, until Wednesdays.  
Stefano looks for a home and maybe a girlfriend too; Raul looks for victory 
and maybe revenge too; Irma looks for literary fame and maybe some love 
too; Ruben looks for easy bucks and maybe hope, too. A reporter, a boxer, a 
poet and a playboy with nothing in common but being 39 and parts of a con 
so big, they all are tricksters, fools, or both. Who can solve such a mess? 
Enter Ermes Donati, illegal entrepreneur with a James Bond fixation and 
Arrigo Sacchi, his Jack Russell with a very peculiar sense of smell. Would-be 
literary agents handing delusions and promises, hidden casinos brimming 
with weird poker players, gangs of Eastern mobsters with a penchant for 
tricked bets: getting out of this alive won’t be easy, especially if you aim to 
kill anyone who could stop you. And the best day to do it could well be a 

quiet Wednesday in May... 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DIARY OF DREAMS 
 
Author: Marco Candida 
Pages: 176 • Price: 10 € 
2011 
 
Following several panic attacks, Verino Lunari, an unemployed 28 year old, 
starts taking an antidepressant, which causes him to have increasingly vivid 
dreams every night. Verino decides to record his dreams in a diary. It is like 
he is offering access to his secret room of foolishness. It is possible to find 
everything inside. Breathing objects. Phantoms pursuing people at the wrong 
address. Demons “possessed” by human beings. And much more. But we 
soon realize that Verino recounts dreams in which the main characters are 
always his best friends and especially Veronica, his ex-girlfriend. In a 
continuously increase of overlaps among reality, dreams, imagination and 
hallucination, the only certainty in this novel made of love and betrayals is 
that nothing is what it seems. Il diario dei sogni received positive reviews by 
several well-known Italian writers, including Giulio Mozzi, Raul Montanari, 

and Matteo B. Bianchi. An excerpt of this novel has been translated in English and published in the anthology 
Best European Fiction 2011 (Dalkey Archive Press). Another extract has been published by the American The 
Literary Review. 
 
Marco Candida was born in Tortona (Alessandria) in 1978. He lives in Italy and North Dakota. He has published 
La mania per l’alfabeto (Sironi, 2007), Il diario dei sogni (Las Vegas edizioni, 2008), Domani avrò trent’anni 
(Eumeswil, 2008), Il mostro della piscina (Intermezzi, 2009), Il bisogno dei segreti (Las Vegas edizioni, 2011).  
 
 
ATTRAVERSAMI 
PASS ME THROUGH 
 
Author: Christian Mascheroni  
Pages: 188 • Price: 10 € 
2008 
 
What if love were forbidden by law? A kiss is punished with jail, a stroke with 
torture, affection to sons becomes just guilt? In the grim days of the Regime, the 
girl from the bookstore and the boy with the stare of a wounded wolf hold the 
key to save the people of Silence from a life without feelings. Christian 
Mascheroni lures us in a world where stars fall, only to bathe us in light: a 
modern fairy tale, shot through Husky’s translucent eyes and Cljo’s silky hair. 
 
Christian Mascheroni was born in 1974 in Como. He published Impronte di 
Pioggia (L’Ambaradan, 2005), Attraversami (Las Vegas edizioni, 2008), Alex fa 
due passi (Las Vegas edizioni, 2009), Wienna (Las Vegas edizioni, 2012), Non avere paura dei libri (Hacca, 
2013). He works as a tv author and he is currently on air with Ti racconto un libro on Iris-Mediaset. 

 
“LA PARTE SBAGLIATA DEL PARADISO - THE WRONG SIDE OF 
PARADISE”  
Andrea Malabaila (Fernandel, 2014)  
 
The rise and fall of a young man in contemporary Italy 
 
MAIN CHARACTERS: Ivan, a young worker and then a young manager; 
Valentina, a young spoiled girl; the Doctor, head of factory Regis Metallia and 
Valentina’s father. 
 
SECONDARY CHARACTERS: Ivan’s PARENTS; Jenny, the secretary of the 
Regis Metallia; SARA, a young designer; Toni, rival of Ivan; Anthony, former 
boyfriend of Valentina; Ludovica, a young journalist.  



 
Ivan is a 25-year-old skilled worker, who lives in Turin with his father, a former trade unionist and his mother, a 
housewife. He has no ambitions until he meets Valentina, the Doctor’s daughter. the Doctor is the head of the 
company where Ivan works. Valentina is 20, she is beautiful, blonde and spoiled; she’s studying or pretending to 
study in New York. At the first meeting Valentina snubs Ivan, stressing the difference of class and circumstance, 
but Ivan becomes infatuated. He begins to search for information about her, taking advantage of what Jenny, the 
secretary of the company, feels for him. Ivan understands that if he wants to win Valentina’s heart he must 
emancipate from his role as a worker and so he proposes an idea to the Doctor: sell washers as if they were 
jewels. The Doctor, impressed by such resourcefulness, agrees to give him a chance. In a short time Ivan’s career 
takes off and when he meets again Valentina he is now the the Doctor’s right hand man. Valentina on one hand 
is fascinated by Ivan but on the other she is in a committed relationship and cannot decide between New York 
and Turin. She appears, disappears, hiding behind the excuse of Anthony, her mysterious American boyfriend. 
They spend long periods between one date and another, but every time Ivan decides to set aside this impossible 
romance, and every time Valentina finds a way to reappear and reopen a crisis. During a New Year's party, in 
Valentina’s mansion on the hills of Turin, Ivan has a fit of jealousy, and drunkenly tries to approach Valentina in 
a violent way and he is knocked out by a friend of hers. Meanwhile, business is getting better, thanks to models 
designed by the young designer Sara, who works with Ivan. When the two seem to be close, Valentina appears 
again. Ivan and Valentina talk often via Skype and their relationship seems simpler from a distance. After a 
Christmas spent together, Valentina decides to go to New York for the last time and then move back to Turin, 
thus giving a chance to Ivan. They officially begin their romance during the opening night of Olympic Winter 
Games 2006. Ivan is renamed “Ivano” by Valentina and begins his second life. At Regis Metallia Ivano is now 
seen as the number one enemy, the traitor, the protegé, mainly because of Toni, a worker of the old guard. The 
love story between Ivano and Valentina proceeds to tear: she is full of emotional blocks, has a bad relationship 
with sex and lives in her world made of shopping and parties. Ivano is sent to Rome for his business idea and 
meets the young journalist Ludovica, who claims to be his admirer. Valentina proposes to Ivano to go together 
in New York, and there they meet Anthony, Valentina’s former boyfriend. Ivano is jealous, so after their return 
he proposes marriage to Valentina, and she accepts. The early days are going great, but after a while old 
problems return: Valentina wants to continue her neverending party, while Ivano aspires to quieter evenings. 
Now he works all day, and he wants a child. Meanwhile, the global crisis began and Ivano is no longer able to 
meet Valentina’s demands, also because the Doctor decides to deprive him of some benefits. Ivano gets back in 
touch with Ludovica and he thinks of cheating on Valentina with her. He doesn’t have the courage to tell 
Valentina that they need to downsize their lifestyle because now he earns less. And so Ivano begins to steal 
money from the company, sure it's only a loan then he will return. But the sum increases in inverse proportion 
to his scruples, until one day the Doctor realizes the shortfalls. The Doctor summons Ivano in his office, fires 
him and tells him to solve the issue with Valentina in the way they prefer, but by the next day: then he'll tell her 
everything. In the evening, Ivano is ready to spill the beans, but he is anticipated by Valentina, who tells him she 
is pregnant. Ivano upset, leaves the house without saying a word, takes the car and he has a bad accident on the 
hill of Turin. When he wakes up in the hospital, Valentina already knows everything and she decides to leave for 
America. Ivano reverts to being Ivan and begins his third life. He returns to his parents’ home and resumes 
working as a worker but also gets back to studying. After a few months Valentina calls him from America. She 
tells him that he is the father of a little girl, called Ludovica, and she would like to start all over again. But Ivan is 
now a different person, he no longer needs Valentina and accepts only to be the father of the child: for him his 
daughter will be the only happy love. 

 
HO SPOSATO MIA SUOCERA (I MARRIED MY MOTHER IN LAW) 
by Stefano Grimaldi (2015) 
 
This diary should be administered to those who suffer from "mother-in-law 
syndrome". It is not a drug that can heal the illness with a sip of medicine, 
but a support to hold onto in times of crisis. The protagonist may not exist, 
or perhaps there is a bit of him in every home in the world, but he was 
created to give relief to a massive human category: that of exhausted sons 
in law, every day fighting with a knife between their teeth. They need to 
know they are not alone.. The idea of collective struggle has always been 
the only remedy for the individual suffering. 
 
Stefano Grimaldi was born in Turin in 1979; his is a pen name for a burnt-
out son in law. He lives in Turin This is his first novel. 
 



 
 
 
 

I cattivi pensieri (The evil thoughts) 
by Giorgio Pirazzini 
 
A mosaic novel about four men who struggle to fit into the lives they have 
built.  
A lawyer channels his frustration by vandalizing cars, a physician who has 
been practicing for years reveals he never graduated, a sound technician 
dreams about stabbing people and a bank executive has lost any hope to be 
ever happy. They meet and look for a way to salvation, from a loveless 
marriage, from remorse, from lies and from an incurable disease, but life is 
determined to drown any left hope they have. The only solution for them is 
to exit from life with style. 
 
 
First chapter – The impossible story between prince charming and the 
dragons’ niece 
Massimo, during a fake work trip to Chile, meets Paula again, after their first 
brief encounter in Bologna nine years earlier. Paula guides him through 

Santiago, the Neruda house, the Chilean wines, the red meat restaurants and the hard legacy of her grandfather, 
the Dragon, a former Pinochet official. 
Together they recap their current life and the reasons they have never made an attempt to see each other over 
the past nine years. 
Before sunrise, in the oldest park of Santiago, they get caught naked by a guardian who breaks the magic. Both 
go back to their regular life. Back in Bologna, Massimo falls again in a loveless marriage and in a life that he is 
unable to control. 
Second chapter – Social vandalism and bourgeois rage 
Bologna by night - Massimo catches a man vandalizing his car in a street. The vandal tries to escape but breaks 
his ankle. Massimo offers to take him to the hospital where he is identified as the well-known lawyer, Ruggero 
Ruggeri. Ruggero invites Massimo home for a drink and convinces him of the liberating power of vandalism, 
against moral and rules. Together they drive through Bologna looking for cars to smash, until Massimo 
discovers Ruggero’s real reasons.  
Third Chapter – A werewolf in Havana. 
Dr. Tommaso Argenti, on holiday without his family, sleeps in a B&B in Havana. Here he meets señor Francisco 
who gets locked in a room every night since sixty years because his family believes he is a werewolf. Francisco 
reveals that he made up that story himself, a long time ago, just to have some privacy from an intrusive family 
but after so many years he no longer knows who he really is. Tommaso proposes to watch on him one night and 
finds out that Francisco is not - and yet, somehow is - a werewolf. Back in Rome and aware that a lie ruined 
Francisco’s life Tommaso is determined to reveal the secret he has kept for fifteen years to his family: he has 
been practicing as a physician for years without any degrees. He receives no tolerance or compassion, the 
situation deteriorates quickly and he resolves to hide in a little house in the Alps.  
Fourth chapter – The explorer of death 
Massimiliano is a sound technician who, following a routine medical check-up, finds out he has a incurable 
cancer. This is the last drop for an already troubled man dreaming about stabbing another man since he was a 
kid. As he finds out about his disease, he loses moral inhibitions and randomly attacks a man in the streets. The 
obsession with death and after life lead Massimiliano to seek Ruggero’s help to reach a near-death experience: 
he wants to be drowned and then reanimated. Ruggero, to prevent Massimiliano from stabbing people, accepts 
to help him and involve Tommaso and Massimo. This is the first time the four men meet together.  
During the experiment, Tommaso is uncomfortable and acts too quickly to reanimate Massimiliano before his 
heart stops beating. Ruggero, who wanted answers about the after life, reveals that on drugs he accidentally 
killed his own son and decides to try the near-death experience. The experiment succeeds but Ruggero is 
frustrated and more hopeless than ever because during death he hasn’t seen anything. 
Fifth chapter – The sword-fish arena 
In Venice, Massimo is invited for dinner at Ruggero’s with Massimiliano and Tommaso. The four men have 
become great friends. The forecast has announced high water in Venice that night. 
They all bring poisonous mushrooms and cook a stew to commit a collective suicide with unexplored flavours. 



They drink expensive wines, smash the dishes against the walls and have fun destroying the apartment because 
they do not need to worry for tomorrow. An exceptionally high water covers Venice and from the window they 
can see dozens swordfishes in the narrow street. Exalted by the hallucinogenic mushrooms they jump and swim 
with the swordfishes. 
The police rescues and saves three of them who survives after a gastric lavage. Only Ruggero has died. Tommaso 
has seen him stabbing himself with a baby swordfish.  
 

 
ALLA CORTE DEL RE CREMISI 
(IN THE COURT OF THE CRIMSON KING) 
Hector Luis Belial / Elia Gonella 
 
The race of a man against a multinational company. A history of nightmares 
and synthetic organs, set on a Finnish island, in Milan and its suburbs. 
 
Main Characters: 
- Hermes (33), a former marathon runner, today quality inspector for the 
multinational Human +; 
- Barbara (30), Provincial in police, homosexual; 
 
Secondary characters : 
- Paul (60), Hermes’s former coach, an alcoholic; 
- Cristina (27), police officer, Barbara’s partner; 
- Karin (28), Hermes’s wife, future mother of his child; 
- Bruno (40), corrupt police commissioner, in love with Barbara; 
- Dante (29), depending on Human +, terrorist. 

- Peter (50), nano psychiatrist who emigrated to Finland. 
 
The most successful product in recent years? Synthetic organs for the human body. Efficient, economical, ideal 
for the health and aesthetics of the whole family, the synthetic organs Human + promise a new life. Even 
Hermes, a former marathon runner and current globetrotter, has built a new life thanks to the Human +. Far 
from Italy, from the past, from legal problems. But there is no cure without side-effects, and the products of the 
Finnish multinational are no exception. He returned to Milan to inspect a new point of sale, Hermes finds 
himself on the run. This time as a fugitive. Pursued by the police and the reappearance of forgotten nightmares, 
Hermes cannot imagine that running, this time, not going to help. 
"Alla corte del Re Cremisi" is a short novel that combines psychological thriller and surrealism, in which dream 
images reveal a deeper and obscure reality than that the characters would like to see. It is a story of private 
nightmares in a world in which the great nightmare is for everyone, packed in family size and accompanied by 
instruction booklets in fifteen languages. 
 
Author: 
Hector Luis Belial / Elia Gonella was born in 1987 in Arzignano (VI). He published "Saxophone Street Blues" 
(Las Vegas edizioni, 2008), "Making Movies" (Las Vegas edizioni, 2009), "Alla corte del Re Cremisi" (Las Vegas 
edizioni, 2011). He is currently working with Sky as a screenwriter. 
 


